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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

1 . The Request for Reconsideration filed on July 14, 2005 has been received and entered. 
Claims 1-37 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by LEVICHIN et al. 
(WO 00/67177). 

As to claim 1, LEVCHIN et al. discloses a computer-aided method for tracking and 
storing network-based transactional data, the method comprising: 

(a) identifying a plurality of users by respective user identifiers (See page 2, lines 28-30, 
wherein "user identifier" reads on "electronic email addresses and social security numbers"); 

(b) storing the user identifiers in a first database (See page 13, lines 8-22); 
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(c) associating a transaction identifier with a transaction between at least two users 
having user identifiers (See page 13, lines 23-33); 

(d) storing the transaction identifier, the user identifiers of the at least two users involved 
in the transaction, and transactional data relating to the transaction in a second database is 
accessible by each of the at least two users involved in the transaction (See page 12, lines 3-27); 
and 

(f) updating the transactional data that is at least partially accessible by each of the at 
least two users involved in the transaction (See page 18, lines 20-33, and see page 19, lines 1- 
24). 

As to claims 2, and 25, LEVCHIN et al. discloses wherein each user identifier is unique 
(See page 2, lines 28-30, wherein "user identifier is unique" reads on "electronic email addresses 
and social security numbers"). 

As to claims 6, and 27, LEVCHIN et al. discloses wherein each transaction identifier is 
unique (See page 2, line 22-28, wherein "unique" reads on "stored on each user's client" and 
associated by identifier with user's account which is too a unique identifier of the user). 

As to claims 3, and 26, LEVCHIN et al. discloses wherein the user includes a primary 
user having one or more sub-users (See page 5, line 8-9, wherein "sub users" reads on "multiple 
users or accounts associated with an identifier"). 



Application/Control Number: 09/989,754 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2165 

As to claim 4, LEVCHIN et al. discloses wherein storing the user identifiers in the first 
database further comprises storing one or more user identity information in the first database 
(See page 2, lines 28-30, wherein "user identifier" reads on "electronic email addresses and 
social security numbers"). 

As to claim 5, LEVCHIN et al discloses wherein the user identifiers and the one or more 
identity information are stored in the same database record (See page 2, lines 1-4, wherein 
"identity information" reads on "user account" and wherein "database record" reads on 
"registration with server"). 

As to claim 7, LEVCHIN et al discloses comprising providing the transaction identifier 
to the users involved in the transaction (See page 14, lines 20-33). 

As to claim 8, LEVCHIN et al. discloses comprising associating at least one surrogate 
identifier with the transaction identifier and providing the at least one surrogate identifier to the 
at least two users involved in the transaction (See page 10, lines 29-33, and page 1 1, lines 1-5, 
wherein "surrogate identifier" reads on "indirect transfer"). 



As to claim 9, LEVCHIN et al. discloses wherein the transaction between the at least two 
users is distinct (See page 18, lines 20-33, and see page 19, lines 1-24). 
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As to claims 10, and 12, LEVCHIN et al. discloses wherein the transaction between the at 
least two users includes transactions having one or more stages (See page 7, lines 8-3 1). 

As to claim 1 1, LEVCHIN et al. discloses wherein the transaction between the at least 
two users is conducted in a network environment (See page 2, lines 1-6, wherein "network" 
reads on "web"). 

As to claim 13, LEVCHIN et al. discloses wherein the transactional data includes 
information about the status of the transaction (See page 7, lines 8-3 1). 

As to claim 14, LEVCHIN et al. discloses wherein storing the transaction identifier, the 
user identifiers of the users involved in the transaction, and transactional data in the second 
database includes creating a transaction record in the second database and formatting the 
transaction record according to the characteristics of the transaction (See page 13, lines 23-33, 
and see page 14, lines 1-25). 

As to claims 15, and 30, LEVCHIN et al. discloses wherein the characteristics of the 
transaction include anticipated stages of the transaction (See page 7, lines 8-31). 



As to claim 16, Musgrove et al. as modified discloses further comprising providing the at 
least two users access to at least some of the transactional data in a network environment (See 
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page 2, lines 8-21, wherein "network" reads on "web"). 

As to claim 17, LEVCHIN et al. discloses wherein providing the transactional data in the 
network environment includes enabling the users to access the transactional data at a Web site 
(See page 17, lines 1-33). 

As to claim 18, LEVCHIN et al. discloses further comprising providing the transaction 
identifier to the at least two users and enabling the at least two users to access at least some of 
the transactional data using the transaction identifier (See page 18, lines 20-33, and see page 19, 
lines 1-24). 

As to claim 19, LEVCHIN et al. discloses wherein enabling the users to access at least 
some of the transactional data using the transaction identifier includes enabling the users to 
access the transactional data in a network environment (See page 18, lines 20-33, and see page 
19, lines 1-24). 

As to claim 20, LEVCHIN et al. discloses further comprising associating at least one 
surrogate identifier with the transaction identifier and providing the at least one surrogate 
identifier to the at least two users, and enabling the at least two users to access at least some of 
the transactional data using the at least one surrogate transaction identifier (See page 22, lines 1- 
9, also see page 24, lines 1-11). 
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As to claim 21, LEVCHIN et al. discloses wherein enabling the at least two users 
involved in the transaction to access at least some of the transactional data using the at least one 
surrogate transaction identifier includes enabling the users to access the transactional data in a 
network environment (See page 22, lines 1-9, also see page 24, lines 1-11). 

As to claim 22, LEVCHIN et al. discloses wherein updating the transactional data 
includes updating the transactional data during the course of the transaction (See page 7, lines 8- 
31). 

As to claim 23, LEVCHIN et al. discloses wherein updating the transactional data 
includes storing additional transactional data and changing current transactional data, whereby 
previously written data is retained (See page 13, lines 23-33, and see page 14, lines 1-25). 

As to claim 24, LEVCHIN et al. discloses a computer-aided transaction processing 
system for documenting transactions conducted in a network environment, the system 
comprising: 

a first database for storing a respective user identifier and identity information for at least 
two users (See page 2, lines 28-30, wherein "user identifier" reads on "electronic email addresses 
and social security numbers", also see page 13, lines 8-22); 

an information processing system for managing a transaction between the at least two 
users, wherein a transaction identifier is associated with the transaction (See page 13, lines 23- 
33); and 



Application/Control Number: 09/989,754 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2165 

a second database for storing a database record, wherein the database record contains the 
transaction identifier, user identifiers of the at least two users involved in the transaction (See 
page 12, lines 3-27), and corresponding transactional data, and wherein at least some of the 
corresponding transactional data contained in the database record that is stored in the second 
database is accessible by each of the at least two users involved in the transaction (See page 18, 
lines 20-33, and see page 19, lines 1-24). 

As to claim 28, LEVCHIN et al. discloses wherein the transactional data includes data 
from one or more stages of the transaction (See page 7, lines 8-31). 

As to claim 29, LEVCHIN et al. discloses wherein the database record in the second 
database is formatted according to the characteristics of the transaction (See page 13, lines 23-33, 
and see page 14, lines 1-25). 

As to claim 31, LEVCHIN et al. discloses wherein the database record is updated during 
the course of the transaction (See page 13, lines 23-33, and see page 14, lines 1-25). 

As to claim 32, LEVCHIN et al. discloses wherein the database record is updated by 
storing additional transactional data, changing transactional data, and voiding transactional data 
(See page 7, lines 8-31, also see page 8, lines 10-25). 
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As to claim 33, LEVCHIN et al. discloses wherein the at least two users are provided 
access to at least some of the transactional data stored in the database record (See page 15, lines 
19-30). 

As to claims 34, and 36, LEVCHIN et al. discloses a computer program product 
comprising computer readable program code for documenting transactions conducted in a 
network environment, comprising: 

computer readable program code means for storing a unique user identifier and identity 
information for at least two users in a first database (See page 2, lines 28-30, wherein "unique 
user identifier" reads on "electronic email addresses and social security numbers"); 

computer readable program code means for managing transactional data associated with a 
transaction between the at least two users, wherein the transaction is identified by a unique 
transaction identifier (See page 8, lines 10-25); 

computer readable program code means for storing the transaction identifier, user 
identifiers of the at least two users involved in the transaction, and corresponding transactional 
data in a second database (See page 7, lines 8-31, also see page 8, lines 10-25); 

computer readable program code means for enabling each of the at least two users 
involved in the transaction to access at least some of the transactional data stored in the second 
database (See page 7, lines 8-3 1). 

As to claims 35, and 37, LEVCHIN et al discloses wherein the computer readable 
program code means for managing transactional data associated with the transaction between the 
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at least two users includes computer readable program code means for updating the transactional 
data (See page 7, lines 8-31, wherein "updating" reads on "Synchronization"). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-37 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Templeton et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2002/0004772 Al) teaches conducting transactions over 
the Internet while having concurrent view. 

Morin et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,748,422 B2) teaches on-line bidding service with 
transaction status view. 

Fisher et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2005/0144035 Al) teaches order status update flag. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Neveen Abel-Jalil whose telephone number is 571-272-4074. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5: 30PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaffin can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Neveen Abel-Jalil . 
October 2, 2005 I A fl /)/ / 




